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Word Characteristics
•
•
•
•

Range of meaning
Only one meaning in each context
Context helps determine meaning
Words have histories
– Roots, prefix, suffix
– Original meaning or usage
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Which Words to Study
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ultimately… ALL
Technical
Obscure, rare or unknown (to you)
Pivotal
Repeated in the context
Controversial & doctrinal
Those translated differently in other
passages or translations

Example Word Study
Eph 3:16 I pray that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being,
Eph 3:17 so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And I pray that you,
being rooted and established in love,
Eph 3:18 may have power, together with
all the saints, to grasp how wide and long
and high and deep is the love of Christ,
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Example Word Study
Eph 3:19 and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled
to the measure of all the fullness of God.
Eph 3:20 Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us,
Eph 3:21 to him be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for
ever and ever! Amen.
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Example Word Study
Surpasses
• Greek: huperballo (ὑπερβαλλω
́ λλω)
• Defined:
– Huper + ballo
– Exceed, go beyond the limits, “hyperbole”
hyperbole”

• Other passages:
– Ephesians 1:19; 2:7
– 2 Corinthians 3:10; 9:14

• Insert definition back into passage

Example Word Study
Imagine
• Greek: noieo (νοιεω
́ )
• Defined: consider, think, understand,
perceive, comprehend, imagine
• Other passages:
– Ephesians 3:4
– Matthew 15:17; 2 Timothy 2:7; Hebrews 11:3

• Insert definition back into passage
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Example Word Study
Immeasurably More
• Greek: huper-ekperissou (ὑπερεκπερισσου)
• Defined:
–
–
–

Huper – over, beyond, more
ek – from, out, over
Perissos – exceedingly, beyond measure

• Other passages: 0
– Perissos – Matt. 27:23; Mark 10:26; Acts 26:11

• Insert definition back into passage
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